Tinnitus as a presenting symptom in pernicious anemia.
An unusual case presenting to the otolaryngologist as pulsatile tinnitus is discussed. Fowler points out that the circulatory response to anemia is increased cardiac output. There is associated tachycardia and increased arterial pulse pressure. Because of this increased flow state and turbulence, systolic bruits, venous hums, and "capillary" pulsations are found. This increased flow state is perceived in the ear as a transmitted pulsatile tinnitus. The successful treatment of this patient's pernicious anemia corrected the hyperdynamic circulatory state, and resulted in disappearance of her tinnitus.